Columbia University History Department
History G8901 

IMPERIALISM IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Spring 2007
INSTRUCTORS
Victoria de Grazia, 617 Faywerweather, vd19@columbia.edu, ext. 43667, office hours:  Tuesday 2-4 and by appointment
William Vernon Harris, 624 Fayerweather, wvh1@columbia.edu, ext. 43702, office hours TuTh 3-4.

AIMS OF THE COURSE 
That imperialism is a major source of the experience of modern humans will seem obvious to everyone, and so it has been for millennia. As an object of historical inquiry it is a cross-field topic if ever there was one, and hence it exceeds the scope of most if not all individual historians. Hence it needs to be team-taught. This colloquium, taught jointly by historians of the ancient and contemporary world,   aims to stimulate students wanting to examine cross-culturally the roots, the modalities, the effects and the rhetoric of imperialism across the ages. Classes will consider a variety of theoretical approaches and a series of case studies.

The course will attempt in the first place to familiarize the students with the main currents of modern historical thinking about imperialism, how to define it, how to explain it, how to analyse its effects. We shall be attempting to contextualize the historiography itself, and at the same time we shall be attempting to establish our own balance between economic, cultural and political approaches. The two instructors’ different perspectives – in essence, modern vs. pre-modern --  should help to make the full range of possible interpretations accessible to the students. Later in the semester we shall look at particular cases, starting with Rome and including varieties of twentieth century imperialism.
STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION. 
(1) Each student will prepare one of the week-by-week topics listed below and present it in class (such presentations should not exceed 15 minutes). The student should consult one or both of the instructors at least ten days before the date in question. The student will also have the responsibility for posting questions which he/she intends to raise in class several says before the class. We shall use the bulletin board and postings in Courseworks for this purpose. Presenters should also aim to post additional bibliography.  In  turn, students should respond to two of the questions posted before the actual class meeting and engage regularly in class discussion.  
(2) A review of  a book  in his/her own field, explaining its  significance for the study of imperialism in general. The books should be chosen in consultation with the instructors. Length: 1000-1200 words. Due date: February 13.

(3) A term paper: ideally this should take a limited topic with wide potential significance for the study of imperialism at least within the student’s own field. It should make as much use as possible of primary source material and it should show an up-to-date knowledge of the specialist literature. In other words, it should be as close to being a journal article as it can be in time available. Length: 4000-5000 words. The topic should be selected in agreement with the instructor by March 1. and the due date is  April 13.
BOOKS 
Books listed below in bold have been put on reserve in Butler Library. Books marked with asterisks have been ordered at Labyrinth Books. Other readings will be available electronically as indicated. 
****************

WEEK-BY-WEEK PROGRAM
Jan.16. ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING.
Jan.23. PROBLEMS OF DEFINITION. “Imperialism” and “empire”. How do we recognize empires? Towards a typology. Related concepts: sovereignty, legitimacy, hegemony. Discussion: How interpretations differ according to discipline, field, and historical perspective.  
*Michael W. Doyle, Empires (1988), pp. 11-81, 123-161, 353-363 (will also be on our Courseworks site)

Susan  Reynolds, “Empires: a problem of comparative history”, Historical Research 79, issue 204 (2006), pp. 151-165 (available online).
Kenneth Pomeranz, “Empire & 'civilizing' missions, past & present” Daedalus Spring 2005.Vol.134 (on line)

Tarak Barkawi and Mark Laffe, “ Retrieving the Imperial: Empire and  International Relations,”  Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 2002.. Vol. 31, No. 1, pp. 109-127 (on line), 

http://www.wun.ac.uk/horizons/humgeogfall04/pdfs/seminar%20marcus/Barkawi.pdf.
Jan. 30. EMPIRE IN THE LIBERAL TRADITION.
*Charles S. Maier, Among Empires: American Ascendancy and its Predecessors (2006), pp.1-140 
J.A. Hobson,  Imperialism (revised ed. 1905)

Feb.6. THE MARXIST TRADITION AND IMPERIALISM.
Anthony Brewer, Marxist Theories of Imperialism (second ed., 1990) (an e-book)

V. I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916)

Feb.13. EMPIRES AND CULTURE. Acculturation, assimilation. The spectrum from the extreme exclusivists (classical Athens) to the extreme assimilationists (Rome). The cultures of imperialistic states. High culture and the rentiers; ruling ideologies.

*G. Woolf, Becoming Roman: the Origins of Provincial Civilization in Gaul (1998), pp. 1-247.
N. Dirks (ed.), Colonialism and Culture (1992), pp. 1-25 (Dirks), 65-88 (Rafael on the Philippines), 209-245 (Cooper on Africa) (these sections will be on Courseworks).
For the approach via literature see Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (1994).
B. Hamm and R. Smandych (eds.),  Cultural Imperialism: Essays on the Political Economy of Cultural Domination (2004)

Feb.20. EMPIRE AND RACE. THE RECIPROCAL EFFECTS OF IMPERIALISM AND RACIAL IDEOLOGIES.

*G.M. Fredrickson, Racism: a Short History (2002)
Ann  Stoler, Carnal Knowledge: Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule (2002)
Feb.27.  RESISTANCE TO  EMPIRE: THE SUBALTERN SCHOOL OF HISTORIOGRAPHY.

R. Guha and G. Spivak (eds.), Selected Subaltern Studies (1988), pp.3-44 (Spivak, Guha), 129-175 (Bhadra), 233-281 (Pandey) (will be available on Courseworks).

March 6. CASE STUDY: ROME. The Roman Empire as a political, economic and ideological system. Its durability. The modern myth of Rome.

*M. Goodman, The Roman Empire (1997), pp. 3-164
D.S. Potter, The Roman Empire at Bay, AD 180-395 (2004), pp.
Also worth reading: W.V. Harris, War and Imperialism in Republican Rome (revised ed., 1985) (an e-book).
D. Mattingly, Dialogues in Roman Imperialism (1997)

March 20. CASE STUDY:  THE IBERIAN COLONIZATION OF THE AMERICAS.
*John Elliott, Empires of the Atlantic World (2005)

March 27. CASE STUDY: CHINA UNDER THE QING
Peter C. Perdue,  China Marches West The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia  (2006),  pp. 
Recommended: Lydia H. Liu, The Clash of Empires:The Invention of China in Modern World Making (2005)

The Clash of Empires brings to light the cultural legacy of sovereign thinking that emerged in the course of the violent meetings between the British Empire and the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). Lydia Liu demonstrates how the collision of imperial will and competing interests, rather than the civilizational attributes of existing nations and cultures, led to the invention of "China," "the East," "the West," and the modern notion of "the world" in recent history. Drawing on her archival research and comparative analyses of English--and Chinese--language texts, as well as their respective translations, she explores how the rhetoric of barbarity and civilization, friend and enemy, and discourses on sovereign rights, injury, and dignity were a central part of British imperial warfare. Exposing the military and philological--and almost always translingual--nature of the clash of empires, this book provides a startlingly new interpretation of modern imperial history. 

Apr.3. CASE STUDY:  BRITAIN
*Peter Cain and Tony Hopkins  British Imperialism, 1688-2000  (2001), pp.

[Nicholas Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain (2006)]

Apr.10. TWO TWENTIETH-CENTURY EMPIRES. Comparing the cases of  Italy and  Japan.
*Ruth Ben-Ghiat and Mia Fuller, Italian Colonialism (2005)

Louise Young,  Japan's Total Empire Manchuria and the Culture of Wartime Imperialism (1999) (an e-book)
Apr.17.  THE MODERN UNITED STATES: a market empire?
*V. de Grazia, Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth Century Europe (2006) 
Anders Stephanson, Manifest Destiny (1995)

Apr. 24. WHY DO EMPIRES FAIL? Drawing the course together. 

*Charles Kupchan, The Vulnerability of Empire (1996)

Also worth reading: John Darwin,  The End of the British Empire: The Historical Debate (1991)

�I find Pagden simplistc and teeming with error, quite frankly. Hence I’m suggesting more . ok. Adding these because it gives more substance to the week---there has been a huge increase in very sophisticated work., perhaps we can cut down Doyle now?


�let them read the whole book. OK


�still have not seen this, but expect to in a day or two.


�I now think that we need to get culture and race discussed BEFORE we come to this.


�plus something else?


�$31.20. used and new from 20 or so. Do we order Dirks as well; it may not be in pb or can we add it as recommended—assuming he and PC may be talking to us..


�I sill have not seen this but expect to shortly.





