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Introduction
This course examines the mutually-embedded evolution of technology and empire in the modern era. We will try to develop new theoretical models for thinking about political rule, machine rationality, and human life by examining  mechanisms of socio-economic organization, knowledge and cultural production, communication and visual inscriptions and their use in establishing the forms of hegemony we associate with imperial rule. With an emphasis on  19th and 20th century developments, single sessions address a significant  range of innovations including  mapping and census taking,  the multinational corporation,  international legal protocols, colonial medicine,  molecular biology,  population control, mass communications, cybernetics,  and so on.  The readings include classics (starting from  M. Heidegger’s The Question Concern Technology and H. Innis’s, The Bias of Communication) but also  the most relevant recent  scholarship from  history, literature, anthropology, philosophy, and Science, Technology and Society;  all are brought to  bear to the question of how modern technologies have transformed our understanding of sovereignty, the body, race, gender, and class and what these developments entail for imperial rule. The seminar thus serves as a starting point for an  ongoing discussion on the methods and aims of the New Empire Studies  with the goal of  encouraging historical perspective, conceptual  rigor, and critical reflection
Course requirements consist of oral presentation, bibliographic research, and active participation in class discussion, in addition to an article-length term paper (20 pages).  Each student is expected to lead the discussion at least once during the semester in consultation  with the instructor and to prepare discussion points and questions and circulate them to the group in advance. In the fifth week, we need a working topic with sources and preliminary bibliography.  
Week 1. Introduction

Week 2. Empire and Technologies

Harold Innis, The Bias of Communciation, chapters:“Minerva’s Owl,” Bias of Communication,” “The Problem of Space” 

Martin Heidegger, The Question Concerning Technology, Chapters “Question concerning Technology, “Age of the World Picture,”
Kenneth Pomeranz, “Empire and civilizing missions past and present,” Daedalus, 134 (2005)

FOUNDATIONS

Week 3. Mapping

Matthew Edney, Mapping an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British India 1765-1843 (U of Chicago, 1997) 1-3, 9-10
Martin W. Lewis and Kären E. Wigen, The Myth of Continents: A Critique of Metageography. Introduction and chapter 1.
Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes (revised edition), chapters 1 and 3

Recommended reading?

Alan K. Henrikson, “The Geographical ‘Mental Maps’ of American Foreign Polity Makers,” International Political Science Review. Vo.1.4  Politics and Geography (1980): 495-530.

Week 4. Law, Norms, and Procedure

Anthony Anghie, Imperialism, Sovereignty and the Making of International Law. Chapters 1, 3
Lydia Liu, “ “Translating International Law,” The Clash of Empires, chapter 4.

Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire, Introduction, Chapter  1-2

Week 5. The Corporation

V.I. Lenin,  Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916)
Richard J. Barnet and Ronald E. Mueller, Global Reach: The Power of the Multinational Corporations Chanduri essay? (book recalled)

Misha Petrovic and Gary G. Hamilton. “Making Global Markets: Wal-Mart and Its Suppliers” in Wal-Mart: The Face of Twenty-First-Century Capitalism, ed. Nelson Lichtenstein,  New York: The New Press, 2006. 
Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, Anti-Oedipus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia. “Territorial Representation” (pp. 184-192), “The Civilized Capitalist Machine” (pp. 222-240) “Psychoanalysis and Capitalism” (pp. 296-322)

BODIES

Week 6.    Ethnography and Population Control

Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, volume 1, part III 

George Steinmetz, The Devil’s Handwriting. Chapters 1--3

Week 7. Colonial Medicine 

Shula Marks, “What is Colonial about Colonial Medicine? And What has Happened to Imperialism and Health?” (book recalled)

Megan Vaughan, “Syphilis and Sexuality,” Curing their lib. Colonial Power and African Illness (Cambridge, 1991), chapter 9. (book recalled)
Larissa Heinrich, The Afterlife of Images Translating the Pathological Body between China and the West  (ebook), chapter 1 “How China Became the “Cradle of Smallpox” (pp.15-37 with footnotes pp. 159-166)
Week 8. Molecular Biology

Lily Kay, Who Wrote the Book of Life? A History of the Genetic Code, Stanford, Calif. Stanford University Press, 2000.

OLD NETWORKS AND NEW MEDIA 

Week 9. Radio, Telegraphy, and News

Bruce Hunt, “Doing Science in a Global Empire: Cable Telegraphy and Electrical Physics in Victorian Britain,” in Bernard Lightman, ed. Victorian Science in Context

Radio?

Donald Read, The Power of News. The History of Reuters 1849-1989. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1992. Introduction, chapters 3, 4, 11.
Week 10. Cinema
Friedrich Kittler, Gramophone, Film, Typewriter, Translated, with an Introduction, by Geoffrey 

Winthrop-Young and Michael Wutz, Stanford, Stanford University Press, 1999, chapter 2, pp. 115-182

Victoria de Grazia, Irresistible Empire,  Chapter 6
Mark B. N. Hansen, “Cinema Beyond Cybernetics, or How to Frame the Digital Image,” Configurations, 10.1 (2002): 51–90.

Paul Virilio, War and Cinema, chapters ?
Week 11 Cybernetics

Norbert Wiener, The Human Use of Human Beings
David Mendell, Between Human and Machine : Feedback, Control, and Computing
before Cybernetics,  chapters 4-7, pp. 105-206.

Week 12 Internet and Communication

Janet Abbate, Inventing the Internet, Cambridge, MIT Press, 1999. Introduction, chapters 1 “White Heat and Cold War,” Chapters 4-5 “From ARPANET to the Internet” and “The Internet in the International Standards Arena,” pp.1-42 and 113-179 plus footnotes and bibliography on pp.221-226; pp.232-237; and pp. 241-0258.

Lydia H. Liu, “iSpace: Printed English after Joyce, Shannon, and Derrida” Critical Inquiry 32 (Spring 2006): 516-550. 

Joseph S. Nye, Jr. and William A. Owens, “America’s Information Edge: The Nature of Power.” Foreign Affairs, March/April 1996.
Week 13. The Bomb and Global Domination

Paul N. Edwards, The Closed World: Computers and the Politics of Discourse in Cold War America (MIT Press, 1996), chapters

Abe Mark Nornes, Japanese Documentary Film: The Meiji Era Through Hiroshima, chapter 7 “After Apocalypse: Obliteration of the Nation,” pp.183-224 (footnotes on pp.241-246)

